Planning Applications  

13/00743/F:  Erection of two new dwellings: Land to the east and adjacent to Bishops End Burdrop OX15 5RQ
13/00781/F: Change of use of a redundant barn/store into a 1 bedroom self-contained holiday letting cottage: Bishops End Burdrop

13/00808/CLUE | Certificate of Lawful Use Existing: Change of use from A4 to A1: Bishops End Burdrop
Response of Sibford Ferris Parish Council

These three applications refer to the same property. It is of concern that these applications are due to be considered prior to and the outcomes of two Appeals to the Planning Inspectorate (4 October 2012: APP/C3105/C/12/2170904) and 22 May 2013: (APP/C3105/A/13/219074). These concern the refusal of Cherwell District Council to permit the change of use of the former Bishop Blaize Public House to a private dwelling.

Sibford Ferris Parish Council is aware of the opposition by Sibford Gower Parish Council to the applications and we agree with their approach. We are ware they have also sought a declaration that the property  should be designated an Asset of Community Value, with the intention of promoting a bid to purchase the property, and reopen it as a community pub.. We therefore oppose these applications, and believe any decision should surely be delayed to await the decision of the Planning Inspector on the latest appeal.

In detail:   

13/00743/F:  Erection of two new dwellings: Land to the east and adjacent to Bishops End Burdrop OX15 5RQ
The Parish Council is firmly of the opinion that this application should be rejected on the following grounds:

1. The development proposed is on the car park of the former public house, and the Council understand it has been designated as within the curtilage of the public house by the Public Inquiry in the decision dated 4 October 2012 (APP/C3105/C/12/2170904). The car park is essential to the operation of the public house, which is subject of a the Inquiry held on 22 May 2013 (APP/C3105/A/13/219074) due to report shortly. The SFPC are concerned whether a decision could be made on this application until the results of that Inquiry are unknown. 
2. The car park is included in the current application by Sibford Gower Parish Council for the entire property to be listed as an Asset of Community Value as a public house.

3. The proposed site is within the Sibfords Conservation Area and  SFPC beleive  it does not satisfy the legal requirement ‘to preserve or enhance the character of the Conservation Area.’ The Sibford Gap between the two villages of Sibford Gower and Sibford Ferris as an essential feature to be protected against all intrusion on ‘the inherent visual aesthetic of the Sib valley’, and warned that ‘housing infill and “settlement building creep” should be resisted’ (section 8).

4. A number of earlier applications to build in the Sibford Gap have been refused including the erection of a one bedroom dwelling on the other side of the gap.
13/00781/F: Change of use of a redundant barn/store into a 1 bedroom self-contained holiday letting cottage: Bishops End Burdrop

Sibford Ferris Parish Council does not object to this proposal subject to certain conditions being impose:

Permission should be granted for this change of use only in connection with the business of the public house, if possible  on condition that the public house was reopened.

There should be a legally binding provision that the conversion could never be sold separately from the public house nor that it can become a residential property without the holiday letting restrictions.

Given the history of applications concerning this property we think that, if Cherwell is minded to consider this application, these two conditions are important given the ongoing planning applications and appeals in relation to the property as a whole. 
13/00808/CLUE | Certificate of Lawful Use Existing: Change of use from A4 to A1: Bishops End Burdrop

The applicants wish to move the business known as ‘Bishop Blaize-in Stoves’ from the ‘redundant barn’ to the main property. 
SFPC are surprised at this application as the business does not appear to be up and running to any noticeable extent. 
SFPC are concerned the stated ‘retail area’ excludes two significant areas designated as ‘private kitchen’ and ‘private dining’. These we believe to have been part of the original space devoted to the public house, and therefore to be part of its business operations, which cannot be reclassified as the applicants desire. This part of the application should be refused in our view. It should not include private areas given the ongoing applications and appeals.
 Filed on behalf of Sibford Ferris Parish Council
