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Planning Design Advice 

Waste Management (Waste, Recycling and Street Cleansing)

Background and Purpose 
The aim of this guidance note is to provide advice for developers, architects and builders on Cherwell District Council’s contractual requirements for waste & recycling storage in all new developments.  This includes all residential developments, whether conversions or new build, houses, flats, student or sheltered accommodation. These requirements are based on Cherwell’s commitment to making the area a cleaner, greener and safer place through the Environmental Strategy, the Community Plan and the Corporate Plan and Improvement Strategy.  The guidance will seek to ensure that waste collection, recycling and street cleansing matters are all approached and dealt with in a comprehensive and consistent manner on all future new developments.
Applicants will be expected to comply with the requirements set out in this guidance note and include all the necessary information at the detailed planning application stage.

Under Section 46 of the 1990 Environmental Protection Act the Council can stipulate for any domestic premise the kind and number of waste containers required (including separate containers for recycling waste) and also from where they will be collected.
It is particularly important that the appropriate number and size of refuse containers are provided for developments. Guidance can be obtained from Cherwell District Council Environmental Services before submission in all cases. As part of any pre-application discussion, and/or upon the receipt of a planning application, planning officers are encouraged to bring the requirements in respect to refuse and recycling to the attention of applicants and or development personnel. 
Bin storage areas should be a minimum 1.8 square metres per dwelling for houses/bungalows and 1.4 square metres per dwelling for flats or multi occupancy properties. 

Where possible, bin storage should be provided externally and within the curtilage of the site.  In extreme cases, and only where there is not a suitable external area, an internal bin store may be acceptable.

Within communal bin storage facilities, clear signage should indicate: the day of collection and the implications of not complying with the Environmental Protection Act 1990.
Waste Management
Container types
Dry recyclables.
.  
The council requires a blue 240 litre wheeled bins for a one off cost of £20.00 for all properties.  
Dimensions w 59cm, h 107cm, d 74cm.
Dry recyclables currently collected are:

· Food tins and drink cans
· Plastic bottles and containers

· Newspapers, magazines and directories
· Paper and card

· Aerosols
Garden waste + Food Waste 
The council requires a brown 240 litre wheeled bin for a one off cost of £20.00 for all properties. This bin will be used to collect garden waste and food waste as well.
Dimensions w 59cm, h 107cm, d 74cm for garden waste. 

Garden waste currently collected:

· Grass cuttings

· Plants & leaves

· Prunings

· Pet straw & sawdust

The provision of recycling and garden waste containers, as well as making recycling as easy as possible for residents, is part of Cherwell’s commitment to increasing recycling and reducing the amount of waste we send to landfill. 
Residual waste
The council requires a green 240 litre wheeled bin for a one off cost of £20.00 for all properties, for residual waste.

Dimensions w 59cm, h 107cm, d 74cm for residual waste.

Some large families may be entitled to a larger residual bin. 
The waste currently collected in the residual bin is:
· Kitchen waste,

· Nappies

· Plastic bags

· Cling film

· Polystyrene
For new developments it is strongly recommended that developers supply a collection point space large enough for several containers for each waste service.  Larger properties should have additional space provided to account for larger containers that may be required. 
Each new household will require an equivalent area of three 240 litre wheeled bins.  These containers, or their current contemporaries, will only be collected from the front of the property adjacent to the public highway. Where there are steps on the property special considerations should be made in regards to moving the bins on and off the property. Smaller bins are available for small families and elderly people. 
It is recommended that an area is provided close to the kitchen area to house the waste containers whist waiting for the collection day.  If the containers are stored to the rear of the property, there should be either side access or a rear service path to allow containers to be brought to the front of the property.  Distance and physical capabilities of the expected residents should be taken into account when designing this solution.  Under no circumstances should waste containers be expected to be carried or wheeled through a property.
For developments of over 10 dwellings, the bins should be bought and available by the developer for the residents, under 106 Agreements. 
Collection Point and Bin Storage
Both refuse, recycling and garden waste collection are an ’edge of private property service’. This means that they are collected from a point on the edge of a property, or if there is no suitable point on the edge of the property, a point just inside the boundary of a property
Waste and recycling storage should be built into the property where there is no garden or private area distinguishable from the public footpath or end of curtilege of the property. (In all cases it would be recommended that these forms of developments be avoided).   
For all developments, a clear division between waste and recycling should be maintained.   The base area of the collection points should be solid paving with the enclosure surrounding being of planting or building materials aesthetically beneficial to the development and therefore should be designed to the same quality as the main development.  The enclosure needs to be over 1.5 metres high. Facing doors are recommended but not essential, as primarily the function of the enclosure is to screen the bins and to allow for a neat and universal solution for service provision. Where driveways are provided, developers shall consider the location of collection points to make sure that a vehicle driver’s view is not obstructed from or onto the access road. 
Where a centralised collection point is required in dense developments or in terraces, residents should have suitable access for their refuse and recycling to be carried or wheeled from the storage point to the centralised collection point.  Such a route should not entail the need for walking through the house to take materials from the rear of the property to the kerbside.
The Council will not collect waste or recycling if this involves driving over a private road. Residents living in properties situated on private roads will be required to carry or wheel their refuse and recycling to the nearest public highway. This can lead to an accumulation of materials which looks unsightly, particularly where materials are put out early for collection and left for a number of days. (This is illegal under the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005). 
Where private roads are unavoidable, design guidance will always indicate a separate waste and recycling collection area immediately adjacent to the public highway. These should be planned in such a way as to minimise the travelling distance for residents, and so that both the collection crew and the resident have suitable pedestrian access to the refuse and recycling collection point. Gravel and other non-constituted surface materials are not deemed as suitable for the movement of wheeled or carried containers and should therefore not be used within a development where such containers will need to be wheeled or carried.  
In all dense developments where a lack of manoeuvre space for vehicles or absence of road access is planned, a communal refuse and recycling area will be considered following the guidelines for flats.
Bin Stores for Flats 

Where blocks of flats are proposed or existing premises converted such as above shops or other former retail space, waste collection should be through the use of communal collection containers or through provision of individual bins held in a communal location. 
Communal bins stores should not be provided for groups of houses unless (as explained above) they are serviced by a private road. Communal bins has to be housed in a covered storage area and the following issues have to be taken into account: - 

· stores should be no more than 5 metres from the kerbside or point where the vehicle would stop (vehicle access has to be proven rather than assumed)
· to provide sufficient space for residents to deposit their waste, a minimum of 1m must be provided in front of the containers

· to provide sufficient space to remove the bins to empty them, a minimum of 150mm must be provide between and around containers

· where more than one bin is to be placed in a storage area, the bins must be positioned so that they can be easily accessed without users having to move other bins. In short they must not be ranked or more than one deep
· a door or gate of a minimum opening of 1600mm should also be provided. Smaller doors for residents use can be provided in addition to this requirement

· doors should open outwards, but not over the public highway or parking spaces

· a path leading from the kerbside to the bin store should be provided, with a minimum width of 1.5m. The path should be level or a gentle slope and should not contain steps

· stores should not be behind gates or security barriers that would prevent them being emptied

· the structure must be robust enough to withstand everyday use

· stores should not be behind designated parking bays or require the movement of containers past or through legally parked cars
· communal bin compounds should be far enough away from housing units so as to reduce the impact of noise during bin use and collection but sufficiently close for easy use.  Eliminating the need for collection vehicles to reverse will also assist in keeping noise to a minimum
· dropped kerbs should be provided.
· a block of four flats/apartments need an enclosed bin storage area with a foot space of 3m by 2m to accommodate the waste and recycling containers. Developers are asked to pro rata this up or down dependent on the size of the development 
· glass collection banks should have the following amount of space allocated for installation  of 3 containers: 1.8 square metres per block of flats.
A good example of bin stores 

This photo illustrates the practical layout. The choice of materials and design will depend on site conditions and location.
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Points to be considered:

· large doors for bin removal.


· close to pavement – not too far to move bin, but not opening directly onto highway.
· store at front of properties/accessed from public highway. 


    

· entrance to store not blocked by car parking spaces.


   

Vehicle Access

The current domestic waste and recycling vehicles are 26 tonne GVW (Gross Vehicle Weight) and their turning requirements should be taken into consideration. 
Street layout design should ensure that such vehicles have suitable access and can get to within 5m of the kerbside collection points for all properties.   On all developments, collection vehicles will not be expected to have to reverse more than two complete vehicle lengths. This means that turning circles or turning points will have to be provided with restrictions on parking at collection points.   Road structure should be equivalent to that of a main highway and suitable, where necessary, to carry the weight of a fully laden collection vehicle.  Rumble strips and block pavers are not suitable at junctions or any other location where a collection vehicle would be expected to turn.  Manholes and other utilities covers should be sited away from the road where possible.  If locating these covers within the road is unavoidable, they should be designed to withstand in excess of the maximum GVW of our collection vehicles.  
Home Composting 

The Council encourages residents to compost their own garden waste at home and is promoting the sale of reduced-price home composters. 

Developers should give thought to garden layouts and should allow space for home composting bins or heaps. Developers should provide 330litre home composters for properties at their own cost and show their inclusion in planning submission.  Consideration should be given the different requirements for different garden sizes.
Recycling Banks

To complement the kerbside collection of paper, cardboard, cans and plastic the Council provides recycling banks for glass. However in developments of 100 residential properties or non-residential developments over 1000m2 gross floor area, developers should make provision on site for a glass recycling bank to complement the kerbside collection. On larger residential developments, above 100 properties, a complete range of banks (brown, green, clear glass, and textiles for non-profit) should be provided. To minimise vehicle movements, banks should be provided at key locations such as schools, shops and open spaces within developments.  The off-road area required for a bring site is:
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Street Cleansing 
Provision of Litter Bins

Where residential developments contain public open space or retail units, developers will be required to provide litter bins and recycling bins. The number, type and location should be agreed with the planning authority, waste management team. Similar provision may also be required on non-residential developments. 

Road Adoptions

Where roads are to be adopted as public highway the Council strongly urges developers to work towards early adoption. The longer roads are left unadopted the greater the chance that debris and weeds will accumulate. This results in a greater cost to developers, to get the areas up to an adoptable standard, and a greater cost to the public purse in maintaining these areas after they are adopted. New developments that have not signed S38 agreements at the time of handover to new owners will not, in the majority of cases, receive a kerbside collection.  Residents will have to deposit their waste at the nearest adopted road.
Once the adoption process has begun, residents will be entitled to a kerbside collection during the application.  However, street cleansing activities cannot be carried out until the adoption process is complete.
Further Information

For further information on the issues covered by this guidance, please contact Environmental Services (Ian Upstone) on 01295 221940.
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Bring site dimensions off a main road suitable for HGVII
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