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Bicester phase 1 Section 73 application

Figure 7.2 Magnitude of change - hydrology and water quality

Terence O’Rourke Ltd

Wholesale changes to water 
course channel, route, hydrology or 

hydrodynamics. Changes to site resulting 
in an increase in runoff with flood potential 
and also significant changes to erosion and 
sedimentation patterns. Major changes to 

the water chemistry or ecology.

Some fundamental changes to
the water course, hydrology or 

hydrodynamics. Changes to site resulting 
in an increase in runoff within system 

capacity. Moderate changes to erosion and 
sedimentation patterns. Moderate changes 

to the water chemistry of surface runoff 
and groundwater

Minor changes to the water course, 
hydrology or hydrodynamics. 

Changes to site resulting in slight 
increase in runoff well within 

the drainage system capacity. 
Minor changes to erosion and 
sedimentation patterns. Minor 

changes to the water chemistry. 

Very minor change in water  
course, hydrology, hydrodynamics, 
erosion and sedimentation patterns  

and water chemistry 

Professional judgement can be used 
to moderate the magnitude category 
if the sensitivity of the receptor to the 

particular type of change proposed, or 
its capacity to absorb it, so warrants. 
The assessment will highlight how 

and why any moderation was used.


