
T
y
p

ic
a

l 
d

e
s
c

ri
p

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e
 r

e
c

e
p

to
r

High NegligibleLowMedium

Bicester phase 1 Section 73 application

Figure 7.1 Sensitivity of receptor - hydrology and water quality

Terence O’Rourke Ltd

1 As designated by the Water  
Framework Directive 2000

Water body of ‘high’ ecological status1

Protected areas, including: designated bathing 
waters, shellfish waters, salmonid and fish 

stretches, sensitive areas (eutrophic and nitrate), 
water dependent Natura 2000 sites (SACs and 

SPAs) and drinking water protected areas

Water body of high amenity value,
including areas of bathing and

where water immersion sports are
regularly practised

Designated groundwater, aquifer,
abstraction point or well source protection zone

Water body of ‘good’ ecological status1 and/or 
non-public water supply or cyprinid fishery

Water body of nature conservation  
importance at the national or regional level 
or a moderately sensitive aquatic or marine 

ecosystem e.g. SSSI or SNCI

Water body of moderate amenity value inc.  
public parks, boating, popular footpaths adjacent 
to watercourses, or watercourses running through 

housing developments/ town centres

Water body of ‘moderate’ ecological status1, minor high 
quality aquifer, a groundwater or surface source in close 
proximity to a source protection zone or abstraction point 

Non-statutory wetlands.  
Water body of particular local cultural/ social/ 

educational interest

Minor, low quality aquifer.
Water body of low amenity value with only casual 
access e.g. along a road or bridge in a rural area

Water body of no amenity value, seldom 
 used for amenity purposes, in a remote or 

inaccessible area

Water body of ‘poor or ‘bad’ ecological status1 


