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Bicester phase 1 Section 73 application

Figure 4.2 Magnitude of change - Natural heritage

Terence O’Rourke Ltd

Greater than 10% change in
population or area predicted

Professional judgement can be used to
moderate the magnitude category if the

sensitivity of the receptor to the particular
type of change proposed, or its capacity to

absorb it, so warrants. For example, sites with
breeding bird interest may be more sensitive
to increased noise or visual disturbance than
sites with botanical interest. Similarly habitats
that have naturally high nutrient levels may
have greater capacity to absorb additional

inputs than habitats that are naturally nutrient
poor. The assessment will highlight how and

why any moderation was used

1 to 10% change in
population or area predicted

0.1 to 1% change in
population or area predicted

Less than 0.1% change in
area or population predicted


