From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 20 June 2012 16:18
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 12/00678/F
Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 4:18 PM on 20 Jun 2012 from Mr Hugh Pidgeon.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Bishops End Burdrop Banbury Oxfordshire OX15 5RQ 

	Proposal:
	Change of use of a vacant public house to C3 residential 

	Case Officer:
	Rebekah Morgan 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mr Hugh Pidgeon

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Burdrop Green Street From Hawkes Lane To Street Through Burdrop, Burdrop, Oxfordshire OX15 5RQ


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	Neighbour

	Stance:
	Customer objects to the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I write as someone who has lived opposite the Bishop Blaize for the last 25 years, and as one who has had the opportunity of observing activity there on a daily basis throughout the period in question. The last time I wrote was in response to the appeal against the enforcement order that is presently in force on the property. The time before that I wrote in protest at the application by Mrs Nocquet for a Certificate of Lawful Use, which has subsequently been turned down. There were 4 previous applications by the Noquet family before that as listed on the Cherwell District Council Planning website under the name of 'Bishops End' OX15 5RQ: Change of use from licenced premises to dwelling house. Ref. No: 06/01697/F | Status: Application Refused Resubmission of 06/01697/F - Change of use from licensed premises into dwelling house Ref. No: 07/00630/F | Status: Application Refused Alterations and extension to barn to provide 4no. en-suite letting rooms. Ref. No: 09/01275/F | Status: Application Withdrawn Change of use from closed public house to dwelling Ref. No: 09/01557/F | Status: Application Withdrawn Now we have yet another application for planning approval based on a “change of use of a vacant public house to C3 Residential” and I understand from a recent e-mail from you relating to this case that “This application has to be assessed as a new application and therefore (that you) can not consider any of the representations submitted in respect of the appeals or any previous applications”. It seems to me that there is a fundamental flaw in Cherwell’s planning procedures that it is possible after the multiple applications already made and refused - and despite the fact that the appeal against the enforcement order made on the Noquet family to reverse the many alterations they have made has yet to be heard - it is still possible for them to apply again, and for their application to be treated as new. This amounts to picketing by the agents now employed by the family, PlainView Limited. I am outraged at their audacity, and appalled at the vulnerability of Cherwell District Council to maneuvers of this kind. PlainView are commercially driven, as they put it on their own website, “to prepare dynamic and persuasive planning applications for every project, whatever the scale”, and that extends to playing the system as they find it until sheer exhaustion on the part of everyone involved lifts the final application over the line. The basis for this appeal is as flawed and as spurious as their earlier application for a ‘Certificate of Lawful Use’. I have contributed to the Sibford Gower Parish Council submission which contains a detailed response to these repeated applications, and I have contributed to the business case put forward by the Bishop Blaize support group repudiating the case made by Mrs Jacquie Nocquet in her appeal against the enforcement order placed on them and repeated now in this application by their agents that the pub was not a viable commercial business. The accompanying documentation from PlainView Planning demonstrates they have been employing a consistent and deliberate policy of overpricing the property in order to establish its unsaleability. Both the submissions already in your possession from the Sibford Gower Parish Council and the Bishop Blaize support group have demonstrated unequivocally that it was a perfectly viable commercial business when the family took it over, and it still could be again. The Noquet family’s relentless determination to convert the pub to a private dwelling for speculative purposes against all planning orders and without any building regulation agreement is becoming a source of great distress throughout our two villages. But again I see that has been well documented on your website. I need do no more than simply to add my name to what I know to be the extensive opposition to the application. My principal concern is not that the repeated refusal of planning applications for the conversion of the pub to a private dwelling (06/01697/F and07/00630/F) appear to make absolutely no difference, nor that the continued building development continues apace without either building regulations approval or planning permission – although I am truly astonished at family’s persistence and disregard of all constraint. My principal concern were this application to succeed is that it will bring all Council regulation into complete disrepute and open up the possibility of further speculative building both on the existing site and on the adjoining land – which I would be appalled by. In this regard, I need to describe to you what is happening right outside my window opposite the Bishop Blaise even as I write this mail. Four trucks from Western Power Distribution are installing underground ducting and new power cabling to the property. I thought at first that this was to facilitate the removal of an overhead power cable pole positioned inconveniently outside the new door created in the new dwelling. It seemed a very expensive procedure to facilitate access to a door that had been deliberately created and positioned there in the first place. But I learn now from the contractors for Western Power Distribution that the capacity of the new cabling is enough to power what they described as a small village: at least 16 houses. The possibility of further speculative building both on the existing site and on the adjoining land now moves dramatically closer. While Cherwell District Council deliberate on each new planning application as it comes in, and each new appeal is lodged against the application being turned down, the owners of the property are irreversibly installing the capability to power a larger conurbation – sooner or later, whether by them or by later occupants. So much is now at stake, I urge the Council in the strongest possible terms to ensure that this application is definitively turned down. 


