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Arboricultural Comments (Development applications):
Date:




06/03/2012
Comments by:

J. Brewin (Arboricultural Officer – South)
Comments to:



L. Griffiths (Senior Planning Officer – Major Dev.)
CDC Reference:


11/01925/REM

Site Address:
 Whitelands Open Space, SW Bicester.
Applicant / Agent (highlight one):
Countryside Properties (Bicester) Ltd.
Applicants name/address (if different):
-

Statutory Protection:


 No
T.E.M.P.O guidance notes completed:
 No

Date of site visit:


07/02/2012
Trees / Proposal (brief description):
Reserved Matters (Outline Application 06/00967/OUT) - Application for landscaping scheme for an area of strategic informal open space (referred to as Whitelands Farm) serving the SW Bicester (Kingsmere) Development.
Significant comments:

The selection of species, quantities and locations are as agreed and will now make a significant long-term contribution to the aesthetics and ecology of the open space area and adjacent plots. 
Within drawing DFD/BIC/L19 there appears to be no reference to weed control for the new trees in the form of mulch rings. Ideally, I would like to see specifications for 2.0m diameter circular mulch rings comprised of wood chippings (or alternatives) laid to a depth of 100mm and maintained as such until management transfer. Mulch rings as such will not only assist in preventing weed growth but will maintain moisture and temperature levels assisting in the establishment of trees. 

Details also need to be provided regarding the replacement of failed or vandalised trees. 
The landscape drawing makes no reference to the management and renovation of the boundary hedgerows which, as previously discussed with the applicant, require ‘cleaning out’ and ‘gapping up’ with a combination of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). Details on the treatment of existing hedgerows must be provided by the applicant and agreed in writing by Cherwell DC. 
I have concerns regarding the areas of grass to be left long and the risks of hidden dog faeces presented to park users when walking through. After discussing this issue with T.Screen, it is suggested that the width of close mown path be extended out toward the south and south-west boundary creating a curvy-linear style edge of un-mown grass of between 3.0 and 6.0m in width. This area should be reduced right up to the boundary where proposed benches and bins are located.

Although controversial, I would like to support the proposed wrought iron entrance as I feel it compliments the adjacent, formal street scene and accompanying railings as well as initially framing the desired vista of the park and Whitelands Farm.

Concerns regarding the deterioration of the grassed slope into the park through pedestrian usage may be addressed through the use of a re-enforced surfacing material (refer to comments by T. Screen).

Key: TPO – Tree Preservation Order, CA – Conservation Area, TEMPO – Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders (guidance only)
        TPP – Tree Protection Plan, AIA – Arboricultural Impact Assessment, AMS – Arboricultural Method Statement


        RPA – Root Protection Area, CEZ – Construction Exclusion Zones.   
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