From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 20 July 2011 22:34

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Abigail Boisot and Matthew Butcher" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 20/07/2011 22:33:56 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Abigail Boisot and Matthew Butcher

Address:

Lockhall Cottage

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

We would like to strongly object to this planning application.

We moved into Lockhall Cottage the day the planning application was validated on the 15th of June. We thought we had found the perfect place to bring up our sixteen month old baby daughter: a beautiful house on the edge of a wonderful village, surrounded by ancient orchards and views of the valley beyond. We have been wanting to leave London since she was born to move closer to my mother and family who live in Lower Heyford. We finally found our dream home and were only there a week before the planning application went up quietly the evening before the village fete. We are absolutely dismayed. We cannot understand why if this proposal was given two planning applications back in January 2011, why it fell under the radar and didn't come up in any of our searches. Surely if something has been given a number, it should be in the public domain? Why, if other searches without application numbers in pre-application stages came up, did this one fall under the radar? What is the point of paying for a search?

We look out onto this beautiful orchard with ancient trees and hedgerows which would be replaced by a carpark for 12 cars. We would like to request that the council send their tree officer, landscape architect and ecologist to look at these trees and hedgerows as they need to be protected. It takes hundreds of years for these trees to grow and the hedgerows are important wildlife habitats and corridors. We object to the noise and disturbance from car engines, door slamming, headlights, people saying good-bye late at night, right under our bedroom window! 

We bought the house specifically BECAUSE it is in a Conservation Area, and our search result marks the site as being a ' Heritage' site. Surely this means that the site is protected and the landscape cannot be carved up? If not, what on earth does it mean?

We object to the size of this building. It is completely out of proportion with the other surrounding houses. Why does this building need to suffocate all the surrounding houses?  This building is turning its back on the village, elbowing all the residents out the way and taking away our privacy and breathing space. Instead of looking down the valley, we will now be hemmed in by a stone wall.

In the plans there is a building named "recyclable and non-recyclable waste" which is right up against our wall, under our baby daughter's bedroom and next to her playhouse. A building of this size is going to produce a huge amount of waste and given the size of the plot, surely this could be put as far away from the neighbours as possible? It's outrageous that we would be living next to a waste building! Imagine what that would be like after a weekend of entertaining?

We cannot believe the lack of information in the Design and Access Statement about the access to the property especially since the scale of this build would involve huge trucks coming in and out of Steeple Aston, down Cow Lane, turning right up against our building. The vibration and noise is bound to cause subsidence to our property. Lockhall Cottage was built around 1850 and needs work, We do not think this building could cope with that amount of movement.  Cow Lane is a narrow country lane with no pavements where children and dogs play. Our 16 month old daughter runs up and down the lane to and from the village playground. The whole area would become too dangerous for us to walk up and down Cow Lane, Paines Hill, Fir Lane. How will I walk my daughter to pre-school or the playground? What about the children that play in the lane after school? What about our 92 year old neighbour? Has anyone thought about the impact this would have on her? What about all the people in the village who walk their dogs down Cow Lane?  Cow Lane is a communal space for residents and walkers to enjoy.

We can hear the children playing in the pre-school from our garden. The pre-school looks out onto Wincote, during the building process which could last years, these children will be effectively playing on a building site. Our daughter will be playing by a building site at school and then coming home to a building site after school and at the weekends. We wanted her to grow up in the countryside not on a building site! Has a geological survey been done about what gases are in the soil?

We have been here just over a month and have been touched by everyone's support. We don't know how long this whole ordeal is going to take and have now been thrown into a state of uncertainty. We did not move here for this and really thought that we had covered ourselves. This has all come as a complete shock and we have therefore decided to instruct a professional to act on our behalf as we feel completely overwhelmed by this situation. 

We urge Cherwell District Council to throw out this application and to listen to the residents and friends of Steeple Aston who have overwhelmingly objected thus far.

