-----Original Message-----

From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 21 July 2011 08:58

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"David Jarratt and Paula Jarratt" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 21/07/2011 08:57:33 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

David Jarratt and Paula Jarratt

Address:

White Stones

South Side

Steeple Aston

Bicester

Oxfordshire

OX25 4RT

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

Dear Sir or Madam

We wish to object to proposals 11/00114/F and 11/00115/CAC on the following grounds:

1 Conservation

Wincote occupies a sensitive site at the core of our historic village, close to the church and oldest buildings in Steeple Aston, in a grouping of similar dwelling houses built in the local vernacular style and is, from its recent record of leasing and rental, in at least sound condition. The intention to demolish most of it (and replace it with what elsewhere might prove an admirable modern structure) seems not only to clash with conservation and planning laws but also to oppose the values we thought we shared with our district council. When we asked to convert our small outbuilding, situated in the conservation area, to form an annexe to the main house, we were required to make changes to our original plans using materials precisely in keeping with those in the immediate vicinity; conservation Velux rather than dormer windows were insisted upon to retain a "barn-like" appearance and other windows details (size, shape, type of window bars) were also designated. This was not a listed building. Though at much expense, we were happy to comply in the knowledge that the place would sit well in its surroundings and that others would be subject to the same requirements to maintain the wonderful village we have lived in for 30 years. Had we been less attached to the village, we might have argued that our original requests formed part of a  "future heritage asset" as extravagantly claimed for the changes to Wincote. If these plans were allowed to go ahead, it would set a precedent. Anyone in possession of plans to demolish sound, stone vernacular dwellings and erect modern flat-roofed structures made of glass and timber up to eight times the original footprint would be encouraged by this example. It is right that Steeple Aston changes over time, as it has always done, but it should do so gradually. The owner is entitled to make some changes or appropriate extensions to suit his needs but the building will remain long after he has gone, not as a "heritage asset" but as a 21st century folly.

2 Views

The proposed plans for Wincote show diagrams and photographs which minimize the true impact upon views from the Eyecatcher. They show full summer foliage which softens the intrusive qualities of the enlarged structure and neglect to indicate the effect of low winter sun reflecting upon expansive windows  which would provide a visual "stop" when viewed from the Eyecatcher. 

3 Impact upon the area

The architect has admitted that the changes would be two years in the making. This would involve tremendous upheaval, first for those in Cow Lane who would have to suffer the noise, vibrations and danger in a narrow no through road. It is likely that no one there could consider selling during that period. There will be a similar impact on the village as a whole. Again the architect has said that he has no scheme to route construction and landscaping vehicles through the village's narrow streets.  If the project were to go ahead, the twelve parking spaces shown in the plans are indicative of greatly increased traffic through Cow lane and the village.

Please acknowledge receipt of this email. Thank you for your consideration.

David and Paula Jarratt

Whitestones

South Side

Steeple Aston

Bicester

OX25 4RT

PublicAccess for Planning.  (c) CAPS Solutions Ltd.
