From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 20 July 2011 12:28

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Alistair Warmington" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 20/07/2011 12:28:04 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Alistair Warmington

Address:

22 Nizewell Head

Steeple Aston

Bicester

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SJ

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to object to proposal refs: 11/00114/F and 11/00115/CAC for the following reasons:

Impact on the character of the surrounding area:

This proposal affects the historic conservation core of Steeple Aston. The all-but-complete destruction of the old property would be entirely detrimental to the village's heritage. Furthermore, the design of the new property is out of sync with the rest of the village and architecture in the surrounding area. The view from the village is not all that determines its character; visitors and village residents alike benefit from the view towards the village, especially the church tower, from the numerous footpaths around the local historic landmark, the 'eye catcher'. The proposal will impact on that character to the village's detriment.

The relationship to local, regional and national planning policies:

The proposal is not in accordance with national planning policies. A habitable and historic house is to be removed in order to create a new single family residence, of a scale considerably greater than the existing building and at the same time removing a large area that is crucial to the natural beauty of the village and local wildlife.  The contemporary design is far removed from the character of the rest of the village, most especially the houses and historic church that it is intended to sit so close to. There is clearly an opportunity to raise the quality of the local environment and the proposal has failed to realise it.

Effects on trees and on the natural environment:

The construction of a car park on the site of a historic orchard and over the current hedgerow is likely to result in permanent damage to the natural environment within the village. The intention to remove at least four further hedgerows and a herbaceous border has further impact on the environment that is in no way justified by the proposed 'new planting'.

Visual impact:

The proposal would have a significant visual impact on the surrounding area and the view of the village from one of its most important features - the local 'eye catcher'.  This landmark's surrounding footpaths are used constantly by numerous dog walkers, ramblers and families, both residents and visitors. Cow Lane is the main access point for those footpaths and from there the proposed construction would be immediately and glaringly obvious, especially given the scale of the construction, in one of the most beautiful areas of the village. 

Traffic Impact and Highway Safety:

Cow Lane has no pavement and doubles as a Public Footpath. It is frequently used by walkers, dogs and children. As it is also the main entrance to the most popular footpaths from the village, it is inappropriate to increase the volume of traffic along the lane - and that increase is clearly indicated by the vastly increased number of parking spaces outlined in the proposal. 

Yours faithfully,

Alistair Warmington

PublicAccess for Planning.  (c) CAPS Solutions Ltd.

