From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 19 July 2011 23:02

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Mr Mrs A Howard" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 19/07/2011 23:02:09 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Mr Mrs A Howard

Address:

27 Walton Avenue

Twyford

Banbury

Oxfordshire

OX17 3JY

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

As a founding member of the Mid-Shires Orchard Group, Pomologist and Entomologist, I am objecting to this planning application which would destroy a mature orchard environment and its adjoining wildlife habitat and associated Bio-diversity. 

In June, I found in an old orchard in Buckinghamshire a beautiful iridescent Green Nobel chafer beetle, which hadn't been recorded since 1907, and was considered extinct within the county, and endangered throughout the UK. Now we know it is not extinct, because there are still some old or mature orchard trees for it to live in, albeit in isolated pockets. Since 1950 over 60% of our orchards have been lost. 

A traditional orchard supports identified UK Biodiversity action plan species such as the Noble chafer beetle, Mistletoe marble moth and the lesser-spotted woodpecker. A full scale survey of the orchard must be undertaken before any planning should be consider as, if these species are found, the Orchard would need to be statutory protected.

At the National level, the Government sets out its overarching guidance in a series of Planning Policy Statements and Planning Policy Guidance.

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (PPS9) is the most important of these for nature conservation issues and includes the following instructions regarding Local Development Frameworks:

"Local authorities should take an integrated approach to planning for biodiversity and geodiversity when preparing local development documents. They should ensure that policies in local development documents reflect, and are consistent with, national, regional and local biodiversity priorities and objectives (including those agreed by local biodiversity partnerships)."

PPS9 goes on to advise that Local Development Frameworks should:

"Identify any areas or sites for the restoration or creation of new priority habitats which contribute to regional targets, and support this restoration or creation through appropriate policies."

PPS9: A Guide to Good Practice (2006) recommends that Local Planning Authorities adopt policies with a presumption to retain those habitats that are not only the subject of statutory protection, but also ones which may be county wildlife sites or have UK and/or Local Biodiversity Action Plans. Veteran trees are singled out in the guidelines as being of particular value, as is the importance of protecting smaller sites to act as "stepping stones" between major habitats of biodiversity value; a proposal latterly known as Ecological Networks.

This site could therefore be an important stepping stone between major habitats.  If the orchard was destroyed  you would lose this wildlife "oasis" in Steeple Aston (you can't replant or move the trees on  this site without stressing them, and there is no space for them to be moved to in the new layout of the site even if they could be moved) 

The NERC Act. Section 40 contains, a general but statutory duty that:

"Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity"

This Duty applies to all local authorities, community, parish and town councils, police, fire and health authorities and utility companies.

And finally the Habitat Regulations state:

Regulation 37: Nature conservation policy in planning contexts:

".policies in respect of the conservation of the natural beauty and amenity of the land shall be taken to include policies encouraging the management of features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild flora and fauna.

Such features are those which by virtue of their linear and continuous structure (such as rivers with their banks or traditional systems of marking field boundaries) or their function as stepping stones (such as ponds or small woods), are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species."

Traditional Orchards fall beautifully into this description and this wording shows how important it is to preserve any of our still existing orchards and mature fruit trees left in North Oxfordshire.   
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