From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 19 July 2011 17:06

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Mrs F Coleman" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 19/07/2011 17:05:55 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Mrs F Coleman

Address:

Pump Cottage

Paines Hill

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SQ

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

I would like to submit my very strong objection about the proposed development of Wincote. Myself and my family live at the top of Paines Hill, very close to Cow Lane and feel that our direct environment will be compromised by the proposal for the following reasons:

IT WILL DOMINATE THE CONSERVATION AREA

Many people use the Cow Lane walk every day {we use it twice daily}. It is a gateway to some enjoyable country walks, provides good dog-walking access and even has alpacas en route which add to the peace and tranquillity of the area.

I personally consider the walk from Cow Lane to be an oasis of calm and often use it for quiet contemplation. The view from around the Eyecatcher towards the listed church serves as a reminder of the beautiful conservation area in which we live. If the proposed development goes ahead, this would completely dominate the vista and ruin what is a beautiful, unspoilt view.

IT IS OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE CONSERVATION AREA

As a designer, I do appreciate the importance of strong, innovative design. I feel that the contemporary design of the property has many aspects in its favour which would make it a quite stunning property. 

However, I also strongly believe that you cannot reasonably design something to be so completely incongruous with its surroundings. The property simply does not fit its environment in the slightest. Put somewhere more appropriate with no immediate neighbours, it would be great. But the position of this oversized 'encampment' in a quiet, unspoilt conservation area is totally inappropriate.

It is so much bigger than the existing house that it would have an impact on the whole of its immediate vicinity, including neighbouring properties, walkers, children playing and animals kept on bordering land. 

I do not feel that the local residents have been consulted sufficiently and am shocked that someone who apparently intends to use this as a family getaway would have such low regard for his neighbours in this way. 

We moved to Steeple Aston 20 years ago because of its beauty, charm and peacefulness. The fact that we were moving to a conservation area assured us that the integrity of the properties and surrounding area would be safeguarded. I am sure that the residents of Cow Lane will have thought the same too. Imagine, then, our disgust if this highly modern development is given the green light.

Many people have mentioned the fact that 6 garden apartments coupled with the leisure amenities and 12 parking spaces indicates that there is a potential for another commercial use later on. This needs to be considered very strongly because the potential consequences of this would have a great impact on the immediate community.

IT WILL CAUSE DISRUPTION AND ULTIMATE DANGER TO RESIDENTS

Cow Lane is already at capacity as far as traffic is concerned. The addition of 12 parking spaces means that there will certainly be more traffic in the future. 

The narrowness of the lane at the point of Wincote's existing driveway will cause a big problem, especially with the huge number of construction vehicles. The disruption to the current residents will be immeasurable for quite some time.

The whole of this side of the village will be affected by so much additional traffic. I am especially concerned about the safety of the children who use this area on a regular basis - my 7 year old daughter included.

The additional traffic during and after construction will inevitably push vehicles to park further out onto Paines Hill and the junction of Northside which already have parking problems to take into account.

LACK OF PRIVACY FOR NEIGHBOURING PROPERTIES

The new property appears to come extremely close to at least two neighbouring properties. They also appear to have positioned the rubbish and recycling point directly under a neighbour's window, which is especially disrespectful and inconsiderate.

It also appears that the property directly opposite the driveway will overlook a car park or coach house rather than the existing pretty hedgerow and orchard which is also home to wildlife.

ALMOST COMPLETE DEMOLITION OF A CHARMING HOUSE

The present house is a charming period property which has been enjoyed by many tenants over the years.  The architects have cleverly darkened all of the photos in their proposal to try and make the property look derelict{even the name plate outside the property appears to have recently been damaged to this effect}. It seems a complete waste to demolish this house rather than to remodel and extend it, which would be in far greater keeping with the village.

I understand that the current tenants pay a handsome sum each month to live in Wincote. Surely they wouldn't if it was indeed derelict.

FUTURE PLANNING CONSENTS

If this application is approved, I am concerned that this will provide a precedent for future unsuitable applications within the conservation area. So, ultimately, the integrity of the whole area is likely to be compromised in the long term.

This whole application appears to have been put together with complete and utter disregard for the existing environment and inhabitants of this largely unspoilt part of the village. Please do not let it be passed for approval.
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