From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 19 July 2011 04:33

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Timothy and Rosemary Lane" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 19/07/2011 04:33:00 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Timothy and Rosemary Lane

Address:

382 Ashbury Road

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

K1M 0R8

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

As tenants at Wincote during 2004-05, we were shocked and saddened to hear of this application. We and our four children instantly fell in love with Wincote and spent an idyllic year in this beautiful stone house set in a lovely garden close to the heart of a historic village and opening onto the scenic Oxfordshire countryside. 

At that time, we found this four-bedroom house very comfortable for a family of six as well as many visitors. The house is not at all dark inside, as all the windows face South and look across the garden. It is nestled against the wall adjoining the allotment gardens, further enhancing the sense of space and tranquility. While some of the outbuildings and the tennis court were in disrepair, that evidently reflected the owners' decision to let them run down. 

During that time, we had the privilege of taking part in the vibrant life of this wonderful village. We became aware that our neighbours also treasured Wincote as an integral part of Steeple Aston life and history. 

The proposed redevelopment of the property would destroy the unique character of this property. The proposed design would be a radical departure from the existing house and completely out of keeping with the rest of the village. The proposed structure is much larger than the existing one; in addition, it would be on the side closest to neighbouring houses, and would thus have greater impact on the neighbours. The features proposed in the application to memorialize the existing property--such as the wooden construction of part of the house to "symbolize" the orchard that would be cut down to make way for the car park; and the swimming pool passing through the shell of the original stone cottage--would by no means compensate for the loss of that historic character. 

The claim that the redeisgn is intended for use by an extended family does not seem at all plausible. A number of aspects of the proposal (e.g the size of car park; the establishment of separate bedroom suites with segregated gardens) suggest that it is more likely intended for lease to multiple families or as a boutique hotel or corporate retreat. 

Finally, based on our own experience, we would support the concerns about traffic raised by other residents. Cow Lane is a narrow lane running directly into the middle of the village, and the additional traffic corresponding to the proposed additional parking spaces would add to congestion at peak periods and likely pose safety risks to children walking to school. 
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