From: 

Sent: 17 July 2011 10:39

To: Planning

Cc: Councillor James Macnamara; Councillor Mike Kerford Byrnes; parishclerk.steepleaston@fsmail.net

Subject: SAVE WINCOTE

To the Strategic Director. Planning Housing and Economy.

We live at Wickhams on Paines Hill close to the entrance to Cow Lane.  As residents of Steeple Aston for over 18 years we are appalled at the development proposed at Wincote and wish to register our objection in the strongest possible terms on the following grounds:

Style of building proposed.  The existing building at Wincote is an attractive house built of local stone that is consistent with surrounding houses and the village in general.  Steeple Aston is a beautiful village where planning has always been carefully considered to retain its qualities.  The proposed building is totally out of character with all this - it is enormous.  It is far larger than the property it replaces and constructed of timber and glass with a flat not sloping roof.

The houses that currently border Wincote will see a complete change in their environment if you allow this development to proceed.  The level of traffic will be horrendous not only by the proposed new residents but by their visitors and deliveries.  There is no through traffic presently apart from farm access, walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  The privacy and visual impact of the area will be irreversibly damaged.

The junction of Cow Lane with Paines Hill is an important area for the village. 

In the close vicinity are the Village Hall, Village School, Playing fields, Playground, Church and Cemetery.  In the morning and afternoon the roads in the area are full of parents walking their children to school or collecting them. 

There are many parents with small pre-school age children and pushchairs.

To increase traffic on a long term basis in this area would be dangerous to existing residents.  The roads are quite narrow around the junction with a blind corner by the Church and blind crest on Paines Hill.  There is no room for any cars to park on the roads without increasing the danger to pedestrians especially as there is no pavement for 100 metres past the church on either side of the road.

Apart from occasional farm traffic there is almost no heavy traffic through any of the village.  In the period of proposed construction there would be a huge increase in heavy lorries entering Cow Lane.  The access would have to be by one of three routes all of which are unsuited to this.  From Middle Aston traffic would have to pass through Middle Aston, another quiet village, then pass by the School gate, Village Hall and Play ground.  From the West it will have to negotiate a very narrow road with blind bends and go past the Church. 

Alternatively it will have to come up past the village shop and up Paines Hill.

 We have noticed the vibration that occurs in our house when occasional heavy traffic passes and this has started to erode the road surface and pavement as the hill steepens.  Damage to houses. danger to other road users and pedestrians will inevitably result from a prolonged increase in heavy construction traffic followed by yet more traffic long term.

The orchard and grounds of the house at Wincote contain many ancient trees and these will have to be removed to make way for the car parking.

While modern architecture can be appreciated in the right place it is totally inappropriate where it is proposed here.  If the owner wishes to undertake a moderate extension to the property for single or family occupation in a manner consistent with its current status then it is unlikely that residents would find this objectionable.  The current proposal is a commercial exercise for profit where the village will be the short and long term loser.  The current proposed development is totally unsuitable and we urge you to completely reject it.

Caroline and Alice Owen Lloyd
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Paines Hill

Steeple Aston

