From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 13 July 2011 10:52

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Bridget Lewis" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 13/07/2011 10:51:59 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Bridget Lewis

Address:

2 The Old Forge Studio

Paines Hill

Steeple Aston

Bicester

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SQ

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

As a local resident, I object to this planning proposal on several grounds as follows:

Effect on the local character of the village The eastern approach to the village, across the fields and up Cow Lane is part of a well-publicised public footpath, part of the Cherwell Valley South Walk in the walks leaflet produced by Cherwell District Council. Thus many visitors to the village approach it from this direction. At present, their first view of the village is from the area surrounding the Eyecatcher and includes the field and orchard of the Wincote site with the, barely visible, Wincote cottage nestled into of a typical group of mainly stone cottages huddled together around Cow Lane and the area of the village close to the church. The proposed development of Wincote would totally alter this first glimpse of the village; instead of a typical rural collection of cottages, the view would be dominated by a very large construction facing the Eyecatcher, its timber and glass facade completely out of character with the surrounding buildings and blocking the current view, including that of the church. As this area is a conservation area, and therefore regarded as an area of special architectural and historic interest, the proposed development would destroy the basis for the conservation area designation. We have to ask, what is the purpose of a conservation area if it is not to conserve what it was set up to protect?

Effect on the local community

Cow Lane is a narrow lane, giving access to the cottages along it and to the farm. As it opens out on to open country, it is well used by the villagers as well as by walkers from elsewhere. As it is narrow, there is no pavement which means that pedestrians and traffic have to coexist. Any increase in traffic along this lane would increase concerns for pedestrian safety. The proposed development includes spaces for 12 cars. These vehicles would need to traverse the lane to get to Wincote. This increase in traffic is a major safety concern.

The current access to Wincote is narrow and difficult to negotiate. If there are cars parked in the lane, the turn into Wincote can require extra manoeuvres. An increase in the number of cars at the site can only lead to problems, especially over safety of other users of the lane. If the development is allowed to go ahead, these concerns are greatly magnified by the presence of construction vehicles, especially those required for the earth-moving operations that would be part of the building process.

The new development is on an enormous scale with 6 subunits each with their own garden within it. This suggests a large increase in the number of people using the site, and therefore increased potential for disturbing the neighbourhood with noise, including the slamming of car doors right under the windows of Lockhall Cottage. The placement of the new building and its car park would also mean lights from the building, the carpark and car headlights will impinge on the surrounding residents.
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