From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 11 July 2011 16:57

To: Public Access DC Comments; Paul Ihringer

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00114/F)

"Mr C Chambers" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 11/07/2011 16:56:46 from 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00114/F

Address:

Wincote

Cow Lane

Steeple Aston

Oxfordshire

OX25 4SG

Proposal:

Demolition in part of existing main house and outbuildings and the erection of a new residential dwelling

Case Officer:

Paul Ihringer

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Mr C Chambers

Address:

Walton House

South Side

Steeple Aston

Bicester

Oxfordshire

OX25 4RT

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

Much has been made by the developer of the sustainability and materials of the new building (one can hardly call it a house) and the way in which it will blend into the surrounding countryside. If that is the case why has he submitted plans for a property (one can hardly call it a house) of such gargantuan proportions, far in excess of the size of neighbouring properties and more suited to Hollywood than a Cotswold village. It is not in an isolated location but in the historic heart of the village close to the church; the size and design of this 'house' are completely out of character with the surroundings and neighbouring properties. The impact of the design is further reinforced by siting the house much closer to the road and to neighbouring properties. 

We understand that the present property is in need of updating but is structurally sound; what is the logic or indeed environmental argument for demolishing a perfectly good stone house of considerable character and replacing it with a timber and glass monstrosity? We gather that the developer has stated that the existing property is too small for his extended family. If that is the case why can he not simply build a sizeable extension to the present property as most people would? Are we really to believe that this is a design for a family home with six bedroom apartments, each with its own garden and contemplation pool and parking for twelve cars? Or is this a case of 'flexible' design that would allow the owner to make an application for change of use at a later date?

We are extremely concerned about the impact of the new building on traffic in Cow Lane and highway safety in general. Roads in the village are narrow and made more treacherous by the lack of garage space and consequently number of parked cars including in Cow Lane. There have been two accidents outside our house in South Side since we arrived in the village ten years ago and another near fatal accident last year just yards from our house in South Side. Access along Cow Lane is required for farm traffic, railway workers and two houses beyond Wincote not to mention the large number of walkers using the lane as a public footpath, mostly with dogs and/or small children. There is no pavement in Cow Lane and the danger from construction traffic, vast earthmoving equipment and the like cannot be underestimated. In addition the proposed sighting of the car park from its present discreet location to an area right beside Cow Lane only increases the impact of traffic with potential disturbance to neighbours from late night coming and going plus the visual disturbance from an illuminated car park.  

Fourthly we object to this proposal on the grounds of impact on the environment. Construction of the proposed development involves the destruction of many hedgerows, wildlife habitats and much of the historic orchard so typical of this village. These trees will not survive uprooting and replanting as has been claimed. We do not consider that proper consideration has been given to possible environmental damage: the proposed lake would flood land belonging to the local farmer and has sufficient thought been given to the possible impact of hollowing out huge quantities of earth and rock from an area of soft clay with numerous underground springs? We see no evidence of a geological survey having been carried out by the developer. In addition we notice that the proposed property is to face east rather than south as at present thus having a significant impact on the view from the Grade II listed Rousham Eyecatcher. Instead of a side view of a modest stone house the view from the Eyecatcher would be onto the full timber and glass façade of a contemporary mansion, sticking out like a sore thumb from the rest of the village.  

Finally the most worrying aspect of this application is the way it has come to light so late in the process. We now learn that the developer has been in discussion with Cherwell Council over these plans since 2009, the number of plans and slick brochures would bear testament to this. A very informative report from our district councillors appears every month in Steeple Aston Life and many villagers follow their news with interest; why then has there been no mention of this development with its potential impact not just on the immediate neighbours but the village as a whole? Were our Councillors and Parish Councillors aware of the negotiations? If so, why were we not told sooner? Instead of years or months the villagers have only a few weeks to digest the information and formulate their response. The secrecy surrounding these negotiations only arouses suspicion. 
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