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Sustainable Communities and Character of the Environment

POLICY CC6: SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES AND CHARACTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Actions and decisions associated with the development and use of land will actively

promote the creation of sustainable and distinctive communities. This will be achieved

by developing and implementing a local shared vision which:

i. respects, and where appropriate enhances, the character and distinctiveness of

settlements and landscapes throughout the region

ii. uses innovative design processes to create a high quality built environment which

promotes a sense of place. This will include consideration of accessibility, social

inclusion, the need for environmentally sensitive development and crime reduction

5.18 The South East has a high quality environment with a rich heritage of historic buildings,

landscapes and habitats. This is reflected in the coverage of protective designations and

contributes to the region’s identity and the quality of life residents and visitors enjoy. It

is also subject to a high degree of development pressure. Forward planning must therefore

actively seek to promote sustainable communities whilst protecting and, wherever

possible, enhancing these valuable assets and their contribution to the sustainable

development of the region in the long term.

The Government’s vision for Sustainable Communities is set out in its ‘Homes For All’ Five Year

Plan.(13) Sustainable communities are defined as:

active, inclusive and safe

well run

12 Ageing Assets Implications of Population Ageing for the South East Region, Population Ageing Associates for the Social

Inclusion Partnership for the South East, October 2005

13 Five Year Plan, Sustainable Communities for All, Department for Communities and Local Government, January 2005

36 Cross Cutting Policies
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environmentally sensitive

well designed and built

well connected

thriving

well served

fair for everyone.
Management for an Urban Renaissance

POLICY BE1: MANAGEMENT FOR AN URBAN RENAISSANCE

Local authorities and their partners will use opportunities associated with new development

to help provide significant improvements to the built environment. They will:

i. through their community strategies and local development frameworks, set out an

overall strategy for enhancing the quality of life in each urban area which reflects a

vision developed in consultation with local communities

ii. work closely with key service providers to ensure that physical, community, cultural

and green infrastructure is planned and phased in accordance with planned

development

iii. in partnership with other public agencies, the private sector and the local community,

establish innovative management arrangements for town centres, business parks,

and residential neighbourhoods

iv. develop and implement public realm and open space strategies

v. promote and support design solutions relevant to context and which build upon

local character and distinctiveness and sense of place, including the sensitive reuse

of redundant or under-used historic buildings

vi. support and identify opportunities for appropriate higher density and mixed-use

development schemes

vii. draw up design-led supplementary planning documents to help implement

development briefs, design codes and master plans for key sites in consultation

with key stakeholders.

12.2 The concept of urban renaissance is a building block for the South East Plan. Urban

renaissance goes far beyond the simple notion of concentrating the majority of

development in urban areas. It is about making our towns and cities places where people

will choose to live, work and spend their leisure time.

BOX BE1

Research has identified five pillars of urban renaissance, all of which should reinforce each other

within the overall objective of raising quality of life.(1) Each applies equally to settlements of all

sizes, from small market towns to suburban neighbourhoods and large cities. These principles

should be reflected in local management of urban renaissance initiatives. They are:

Good Governance – Bringing together the local community, their elected representatives,

businesses and developers to deliver an agreed vision for an area. This vision should be

established through community strategies and delivered through the local development framework.

Good governance requires co-ordinating agencies and investment to work towards common

1 Living Places: Urban Renaissance in the South East, URBED for Government Office for the South East, 2000
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goals. This includes co-ordinating the timely delivery of key infrastructure and services to support

new development, such as health care, education, public open space, community safety, public

transport and affordable housing. It also means pooling and developing design, delivery and

management skills and sharing good practice wherever possible. A current good practice example

of a local authority working with local people and businesses to deliver an agreed vision is

Bracknell Forest Council’s work with its Regeneration Partnership to redevelop the town centre.

Achieving Design Excellence – Pursuing creative solutions to respect the character and charm

of our unique and historic settlements, and by working to improve the existing urban fabric. This

means a design-led approach to new development so that it complements and supports the area

around it, and results in varied, attractive, safe and accessible towns, suburbs and villages where

people and businesses want to be. The revitalisation of the historic dockyards at Chatham and

Portsmouth are just two current examples of this in action within the region.

Promoting Economic Strength - Attracting investment, through improvements to the appeal

and accessibility of the built environment. Initiatives can include developing attractions and

amenities in town centres, refurbishing and redeveloping existing buildings and land, supporting

the evening economy, encouraging public/private partnership and supporting job creation. A

current good example of new development bringing economic and other benefits to an area

through a partnership of private and public bodies is the development of the Oracle Centre in

Reading, which has provided a mix of uses on a derelict site in the town centre.

Environmental Responsibility - Appreciating the contribution which high quality public realm,

private gardens, open spaces, streets, squares and green corridors can make to urban areas,

reducing land take, managing traffic in a way that puts people before cars and creating and

protecting safe, tranquil and accessible streets and open space. Environmental responsibility

also results in new buildings which meet high environmental standards and initiatives to plan for

the efficient use of energy – for example, Woking Borough Council’s recent initiatives to install

green energy systems and combined heat and power plant in the town.

Social Well-being and Inclusion - Developing spaces to meet the needs and aspirations of

everyone, particularly in the parts of the region suffering from decline. This requires steps to

ensure that communities engage with, influence and manage the delivery of local services and

green infrastructure in a way that widens opportunities for all, and concerted effort to plan for a

mix of housing types and tenures and tackle problems of existing unfit housing stock. Promoting

inclusion and well being into the design of services and infrastructure in new development

considers the need to help reduce crime and encourage healthy living. A current example of an

area working successfully to change its role and image is Brighton, which has prevented the

threat of decline by improvements to its environment and the careful planning of complementary

new development, attracting people, business and visitors.
