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Arboricultural Comments (Development applications):
Date:




25/01/10
Comments by:



J. Brewin (Arboricultural Officer – South)
Comments to:



Laura Bailey (Planning Officer)
CDC Reference:


09/01775/F

Site Address:
British Bakels Ltd, Granville Way, Launton Road, Bicester.
Applicant / Agent (highlight one):
Silva Consultancy (Fiona Bradshaw)
Applicants name/address (if different):
British Bakels Ltd

Statutory Protection:


 N/A                        
T.E.M.P.O guidance notes completed:
 No

Date of site visit:


Autumn 2009
Trees / Proposal (brief description):
Car Park extension with impact on multiple maturing trees in an informal, group screen planting. 
Significant comments:

As discussed during the site visit, the applicant has now submitted their preliminary tree report and a separate

method statement both completed in full accordance with BS5837:2005.  

The tree report has identified all trees suitable for retention and removal and although 22 No trees are highlighted for removal only 4 No are rated as category ‘B’ in accordance with BS5837:2005 with the remaining trees identified as category ‘C’ or ‘R’ for removal. 
On the ‘Tree Protection Plan’ submitted with the method statement, 21 No replacement trees are proposed within the landscaping scheme and although species selection has yet to be finalised, this quantity of trees is considered acceptable and maintain a level of continuity of tree coverage. 
My only concern with the preliminary landscaping proposal is the apparent lack of hedgerow planting parallel to the north-west boundary. The existing hedge is evenly divided either side of the boundary line with a significant percentage of the hedge within the boundary having to be removed to facilitate development. This hedgerow currently provides a wildlife corridor connecting the retained existing trees to adjacent vegetative features including the nearby cycleway. Should the hedgerow be removed or not maintained correctly there is a likelihood that this group of trees may become an ecological ‘island’ separated from adjacent wildlife habitats and features.
It would be preferential to see appropriate hedgerow plantings proposed for this boundary with species selection based upon existing and adjacent native vegetation. Tree planting should be avoided where adjacent to proposed parking bays in order to reduce the potential long-term issues of surface root ground disturbance and repair costs to the car park. 

The comprehensive method statement recommends well-considered and appropriate measures for on-site tree protection including specifications for protective fencing and the identification of ‘No-dig’ areas including specifications for Cell Web confinement systems. 
No details have been provided with regards to any proposed service runs within or adjacent to the root protection areas.

Generally, the arboricultural survey and site-specific method statement address all the concerns raised during the pre-application stage and I consider the trees identified for removal as acceptable and the protective measures proposed for the retained trees to be appropriate.
Recommendations:
No arboricultural reasons to object to the application however, further consideration should be given towards the landscaping of the boundary hedgerow and further details on service runs (if proposed) should be provided.

Key: TPO – Tree Preservation Order, CA – Conservation Area, TEMPO – Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders (guidance only)
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